In conference, the language of the Senate bill was adopted with
technical changes and with changes in the time requirements for com-
pliance.  Legis. Hist, at 1527, 1564.  The language agreed to in
conference was enacted as sections 305(a) and 318(1) of the 1969 Act,

With this background, we can now return to consideration of the
judge's interpretation of section 318(i). As enacted section 3l8(i)
provides:

"permissible" as applied to electric face equipment means all
electrically operated equipment taken into or used inby the last
open crosscut of an entry or a room of any coal mine the electrical
parts of which, including, but not limited to, associated electrical
equipment, components, and accessories, are designed, constructed,
and installed, in accordance with the specifications of the
Secretary, to assure that such equipment will not cause a mine
explosion or mine fire, and the other features of which are
designed ajad constructed, in. accorjjmce with the specifica_t_igns
of the Secretary, to prevent, to the greatest extent possible,
otjier accidents in the use of s_u_ch_ equipment; and the regulations
of the Secretary or the Director of the Bureau of Mines in effect
on the operative date of this title relating to the requirements
for investigation, testing, approval, certification, and acceptance
of such equipment as permissible shall continue in effect until
modified or superseded by the Secretary, except that the Secretary
shall provide procedures, including, where feasible, testing,
approval, certification, and acceptance in the field by an
authorized representative of the Secretary, to facilitate com-
pliance by an operator with the requirements of section 305(a) of
this title within the periods prescribed therein; (Emphasis added).

As previously discussed, the judge apparently invalidated the
standard based on his conclusion that in promulgating the cabs and
canopies standard the Secretary failed to adopt specifications per-
taining to the design, construction and installation of canopies and,
therefore, failed to comply with the underscored provisions of this
section.  In doing so, we believe the judge erred.

Although section 318(i)"s definition of permissible electric face
equipment includes equipment whose non-electric features "are designed
and constructed, in accordance with the specifications of the Secretary,
to prevent, to the greatest extent possible, other accidents in the use
of such equipment", our examination of the legislative history has
turned up no explanation as to the meaning or impact of that clause.
Instead, as is clear from the summary set forth above, all of the
discussion in the legislative history is directed at the electrical
features of permissible equipment and the concern for preventing igni-
tions and explosions.  Since nowhere in the legislative history is the
meaning or purpose of the "other accidents" phrase specifically or
Impliedly discussed, we believe it is appropriate to view it simply as
a provision that provides the Secretary with the authority to also
develop permissible design and construction specifications for the non-
electric features of electrical equipment.  Thus, if particular specifi-
cations for cabs or canopies for electric face equipment were developed
by the Secretary, he could make such specifications mandatory components
of permissible equipment;in Noblecraft
